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Section One: A Civics Training Program

 The Commissioner will establish a “civics training program” 
for teachers and administrators.  To include:

1. The TEKS for social studies related to civic knowledge.
2. Guided classroom discussion of current events.
3. Simulations and models of governmental and democratic 

processes consistent with SB 3.
4. Media literacy.
5. Strategies for incorporating civics instruction into other 

subjects. 

An Advisory Board of Experienced 
Educators

 The Civics Training Program will have a nine-member 
advisory board, appointed by the commissioner.

 “Each member must be a current or former educator with 
at least ten years of experience.”
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Section Two: Transparency

 “Each school district or open-enrollment charter school that 
uses a learning management system or any online learning 
portal to assign, distribute, present, or make available 
instructional materials as defined by Section 31.002 to 
students shall provide login credentials to the system or 
portal to each student’s parent.”

Section Three: SBOE will foster an 
understanding of…..

*The fundamental moral, political, entrepreneurial, and 
intellectual foundations of the American experiment in self-
government;
*The history, qualities, traditions, and features of civic 
engagement;
*The structure, function, and processes of government 
institutions at the federal, state, and local levels; and
*The founding documents of the United States.

Section Three: SBOE will foster the 
ability to…

*analyze and determine the reliability of information sources;
*formulate and articulate reasoned positions;
*understand how local, state, and federal government works 
through the use of simulations and models;
*actively listen and engage in civil discourse, including discourse 
with those with different viewpoints;
*participate as a citizen in a constitutional democracy by voting. 
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Section Three: SBOE will foster an 
appreciation of….

*The importance and responsibility of participating in civic life;
*A commitment to the United States and its form of government;
*A commitment to free speech and civil discourse.

Section Three: About the TEKS

 Each district and OECS will ensure that civics education is 
taught as part of the social studies curriculum in a manner 
consistent with the TEKS.

 Nothing in the law shall be construed as limiting instruction 
in the TEKS. 

Section Four: Founding Documents

 When teachers teach about the “founding documents” they 
must use those documents. 

 The founding documents include: the entire Declaration of 
Independence; the entire Constitution; the Federalist Papers, 
including the entirety of essays 10 and 51; excerpts from de 
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America; transcript of the first 
Lincoln-Douglas debate; writings of the founding fathers; the 
entirety of Frederick Douglass’s speeches, “The Meaning of 
July Fourth for the  Negro” and “What the Black Man Wants;” 
the entirety of MLK’s “I Have a Dream.”

7

8

9



9/9/2021

4

Section Five: Controversial Topics

 Teachers may not be compelled to discuss a widely debated 
and currently controversial issue of public policy or social 
affairs.

 A teacher who chooses to do so “shall explore that topic 
objectively and in a manner free from political bias.”

Section Five: Getting Credit

 Teachers may not require, make part of a course, or give 
credit for a student’s participation in work for an 
organization engaged in lobbying, if the student’s duties 
involve directly or indirectly attempting to influence 
legislation or social or public policy.  

 Also no credit for political activism, or efforts to persuade 
government officials to take certain actions. But note 
exceptions on NEXT SLIDE!

What Students CAN Get Credit For….

 Those limitations on course credit do not apply to a student’s 
participation in community charitable projects, such as 
building community gardens, volunteering at the food bank, 
or other service projects.

 Also does not apply to an internship or practicum under a 
CATE program or under P-TECH program that does not 
directly involve lobbying or advocacy.

 Also does not apply to a program that prepares the student 
for participation and leadership in the democratic process 
through simulation of a governmental process, including 
development of public policy.
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And One More Thing…

 Teachers may direct a classroom activity that involves students 
“communicating with an elected official so long as the district, 
school, or teacher does not influence the content of the 
student’s communication.”

Section Five: Eight Forbidden 
Concepts: First Four

1. That one race or sex is inherently superior.
2. That a person is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive by 

virtue of the person’s race or sex.
3. That a person should be treated badly solely because of 

their race or sex.
4. That a person’s moral character, standing, or worth is 

necessarily determined by their race or sex.

Eight Forbidden Concepts: Last Four

5. That a person, by virtue of race or sex, bears responsibility, blame, 
or guilt for actions committed by other members of that race or 
sex. 

6. That meritocracy, or traits like a hard work ethic are racist, sexist, 
or created by members of one race to oppress another race.

7. That the advent of slavery marks the true beginning of the U.S.
8. That slavery and racism are anything other than deviations from, 

betrayals of, or a failure to live up to authentic American founding 
principles of liberty and equality.
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What To Do About These Concepts

 “A teacher, administrator, or other employee of a state agency, 
school district, or OECS may not: require or make part of a 
course INCULCATION in the concept that….”

 We may not “teach, instruct, or train any administrator, 
teacher, or staff member of a state agency, school district, or 
open enrollment charter school to ADOPT a concept….”

 We may not “REQUIRE AN UNDERSTANDING of the 1619 
Project.”

Notice the Verbs

 Notice: the law forbids INCULCATION or ADOPTION of the 
concepts.

 It forbids REQUIRING students to UNDERSTAND the 1619 
Project. 

 It does not forbid introducing these things, talking about 
them, reading about them.

Inculcation

 To teach and impress by frequent repetition or admonitions.  
Merriam-Webster.
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Section Five: Funding

 Schools may not accept private funding for the development 
of a curriculum, purchasing or selecting materials, or 
providing training or professional development “related to 
[the Eight Forbidden Concepts].”

 That leaves the door open for private funding about the 1619 
Project. 

Section Five: Student Free Speech

 Schools may not interpret any of this in a way that would 
punish a student, or “have a chilling effect on reasonable 
student discussions involving those concepts in school or 
during a school-sponsored activity.”

 None of this should limit the teaching of the TEKS.
 This law does not “create a private cause of action against a 

teacher, administrator, or other employee….”  Schools may 
take appropriate employment action based on the employee’s 
compliance with the law.

Personal Comments….

 The bill passed during the regular session was so broad that it 
caused teachers to fear that they could not even mention 
certain subjects in the classroom.

 This bill is an improvement. The use of verbs like “inculcate” 
makes it clear that all of the controversial parts of American 
history can be taught, and all viewpoints can be discussed.  

 In fact, it’s impossible to teach the TEKS in U.S. History without 
talking about all of that. 

© Walsh Gallegos 2021
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The information in this handout was
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Robinson P.C. It is intended to be used for
general information only and is not to be
considered specific legal advice. If specific
legal advice is sought, consult an attorney.
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